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11th Wings Family Day  
The Farm – Central New Mexico Correctional 
Facility 
Los Lunas, NM 
09-09-17 
 
The 11th Wings Family Day at The Farm in Los Lunas, NM was held on September 9, 2017. There 
were 200 children and adult family members, 34 inmates, 23 volunteers, and 12 Correctional 
staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from many congregations from Rio 
Rancho, McIntosh, Los Ranchos, and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday the team arrived at the prison early. It was decided that the Family Day would be 
held in the outside area from the visiting room, as there was more room and it was a larger place 
to host the event. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day.  The men 
quickly pitched in to help too, and soon everything was set up for the Family Day.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another. Next 
tarps and balloons were being bounded and everyone enjoyed playing together out on the lawn. 

Retired Prison Chaplain and former Wings Board president Paul Collins opened the Wings Family 
Day in prayer. The inmate band, children, family members, and volunteers helped Ann lead the 
song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next 
“Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”.  Then the inmate 
praise band led everyone in singing, musical percussion instruments were distributed to the 
audience, and everyone was singing, playing instruments, and having a great time.  The band 
was really good and we all loved the music time. The lead singer shared that he had been in 
prison for 17 years, and through Wings he had reconnected with his teenage daughter, who had 
now attended 3 different Family Days with her dad.  What a joy it was to hear how they had 
connected with one another and now knew one another and both were look for his return home. 

The Bible story was a dramatization of Noah and the Ark.  The outdoor area was transformed into 
an “Ark” as Ann led the Bible story of Noah and the Ark.  “Noah” (Chaplain Thi Truong), “his family”, “the 
ark”, “the rainbow” and the “many assorted animals” were picked. (The children picked out a favorite 
stuffed animal and then became that animal on the ark.) Everyone else became the “wind” and the “rain”.  
Noah built the ark, his family members and two kinds of all the animals on earth joined him, and yet as 
Noah looked out, he saw the slow turtles trying to get to the ark in time.  Everyone called out to the turtles 
and finally they made it to the ark before the 40 days of rain and wind flooded the earth.  Finally the 
rain stopped, Noah sent out the doves to look for new growth, and they returned with a green leaf in their 
beaks.  Those doves sure flew around and flapped their wings!!! God’s promise to Noah was fulfilled with 
the beautiful rainbow above the earth, and everyone was reminded that God will even wait for the 
slowest turtle to come to Him. It was a powerful interaction of a Bible story and everyone enjoyed it.  

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   



Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Warden shared about the 
many programs available to the men.  During this time the men were busy making cards and book 
markers with their children and grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and 
butterflies out of newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts 
that everyone creates and makes for loved ones. 

Dinner was pizza, homemade cookies that were baked by a team of volunteers who pray over 
each cookie, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Everyone always enjoys the “group game” at the end of a Wings Family Day and this Family 
Day was no exception.  A “Get to Know You BINGO Game” was played, and everyone enjoyed 
finding out about one another as they filled in their BINGO card.   

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the open area with everyone holding 
hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It 
was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Family Day today because: 

1. To see my husband. 
2. I enjoy doing God’s work. 
3. To spend time with loved ones. 
4. I came to see and hear my son-in-law play in the band. 
5. To see family. 
6. To visit my dad. 
7. It’s cool. 
8. To enjoy new things and to visit my grandson. 
9. To visit my grandson. 
10. To visit my son. 
11. I came to see my brother. 
12. I came to visit my son. 
13. Invited to son. 
14. Of God. 
15. My son invited us, the family. 
16. I wanted to see my father and spend time with him. 
17. My grandpa is here. 
18. My father is here. 
19. Christ and my son. 
20. Fellowship. 
21. I wanted to spend time with my father. 
22. My brother invited me. 
23. To support my husband. 
24. My father. 
25. To be with family. 
26. I love to be with my son. 
27. I love my family. 
28. I came to see my son. 
29. To see my mom. 
30. To see my father. 
31. I wanted to support my adopted daughter. 
32. It’s a wonderful privilege. 



33. To support my son in getting to know God.  Also, able to visit with him. 
34. I came to visit my friend. 
35. See my son. 
36. I wanted to pray with everyone and see my husband. 
37. To see friends and family. 
38. To give my mom the experience. 
39. Meet new people and be inspired. 
40. To meet people and inspire people. 
41. Visit with my wife and friend and for fellowship. 
42. To spend time with each other. 
43. To visit with my mom. 
44. New experience. 
45. An opportunity to experience something different. 
46. I came last year and had a good time. 
47. I wanted to share in this event. 
48. I get to know more about change in my life. 
49. I want to see what it is all about. 
50. I wanted to spend time with my son. 
51. Was hoping to spend some time with my family. 
52. I came to spend time with family and friends. 
53. I wanted to spend time with my brother. 
54. To be with my family. 
55. Because we were invited and really enjoyed coming. 
56. I wanted to experience a day with good people and the Lord. 
57. I wanted to hear Ann’s story. 
58. Interact with others. 
59. My family. 
60. Enjoy the spirit of family. 
61. Be with family. 
62. My son invited me and his 2 year old son. 
63. Praise the Lord. 
64. Set up and participate. 

 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. Seeing my husband. 
2. Singing, play, visiting, hearing the testimony of lead singer, he said “Wings changed his 

life when he met his daughter 3 years ago.  He had not been in her life for 16 years”. 
3. Meeting people and seeing the joy of the families. 
4. My kids being here. 
5. Praising God, and the music and songs were amazing. 
6. Family time. 
7. Making the butterflies. 
8. Pizza. 
9. Music. 
10. Interacting with all who participated. 
11. Spending time with my son. 
12. Everything. 
13. The band and speakers. 
14. Seeing my dad and my family smile and be happy. 
15. The food. 



16. Singing and crafts. 
17. The children playing instruments. 
18. Music and family. 
19. Seeing how happy my dad was. 
20. When I saw my son. 
21. The excellent band, testimonies, (especially Ann’s) and the good food and company.  

Happy sounds! 
22. The band. 
23. Gospel, singing, games. 
24. Singing. 
25. The music and the crafts. 
26. To see and spend time with my dad. 
27. The fellowship. 
28. To see my son praying and praising God. 
29. Eating and seeing my dad once more. 
30. Being able to sit and mingle with our prisoners and their families. 
31. One-on-one time with my daughter. 
32. All of it. Also sitting at the table and talking with others. 
33. Noah’s Ark and presentation. 
34. Visiting all the people. 
35. Singing and testimony. 
36. Testimonials and the music.  
37. The music from the inmate band. 
38. The singing, the skits, and the stories. 
39. Visiting and fellowship. 
40. The activities. 
41. Visiting with mom. Watching the kids enjoy the music and games. 
42. The testimonies. 
43. The program, people, and food. 
44. Noah’s Ark. 
45. Seeing the relationships of families. 
46. Games and the praise and worship. 
47. The fun, games and family. 
48. The team sharing Christ. 
49. Watching the guys spend quality time with family. 
50. All the fun, games, and singing. 
51. The testimony of the leader and her experiences with a lack of love at her church.  She 

demonstrates what real love is. 
52. My mom. 
53. Gathering. 
54. The band. 
55. Ann’s story. 
56. Noah’s Ark presentation. 
57. My son. 
58. The kids and gifts. 
59. Prayer with family. 
60. Seeing my son interacting with his son and enjoying himself. 
61. The involvement of the families in the play of Noah. 
62. Seeing the interaction of the families. 



Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. So families can stay close. 
2. It will make their jobs easier. 
3. I had a wonderful time with my family. 
4. It brings unity and peace. 
5. It gives us opportunities of hope for our lives. 
6. It’s a positive experience. 
7. It’s fun and it brings families together. 
8. It’s good for family. 
9. For inmates to keep enjoying. 
10. It lets me interact with my son. We haven’t been able to do that in some time. 
11. The party allows family members to not only see our family but meet other members of the com-

munity experiencing similar issues. 
12. It is good event to get to meet other families. And learn about events. 
13. It’s great! 
14. It’s good for morale. 
15. It brings families together, which normally they don’t get to when one is an inmate. 
16. It brings people together. 
17. It’s a nice atmosphere for the children. 
18. Of Christian and familial bonds. 
19. Healing and bonding of families. 
20. It gives time for family bonding. 
21. Because it brings us closer to God and my family. 
22. God is good and this is good. Also helps with normalization. 
23. So families can come together. 
24. It’s a chance to connect with loved ones. 
25. To be with loved ones. 
26. It’s good for the prisoners. 
27. Family and friends can come and see the inmates. 
28. Building family relationships is key to a healthy community. 
29. It’s a wonderful program for family members to have fun and meet different people. 
30. Gives me opportunities to spend time and do activities with my father. 
31. The families are missing out enough and don’t need to be treated as an inmate. 
32. Brings families together. 
33. It gives the chance for family to worship together. 
34. It’s necessary. 
35. Very good activity. 
36. It brings the inmates joy and a chance to visit with friends and family. 
37. They are inspirational.  Kind of family environment. 
38. Wings changes lives. 
39. To continue the ability of family visits and fellowshipping with other people. 
40. It’s positive. 
41. They are great for the kids and families. 
42. It gave us space. 
43. It’s nice to participate for inmates and families. 
44. It helps with the stress. 
45. It seems to be an affirmative sharing. 
46. I think they should. 
47. Helps everyone feel like they matter. 
48. They help family to grow. 
49. It brings joy and happiness to everyone. 
50. To share Jesus with our families. 
51. Morale is a very important part of what makes people feel happy and comfortable. 



52. For the family. 
53. Inmates really enjoyed it. 
54. It brings not only family but us inmates as well, closer to the Lord. 
55. Keeps families together. 
56. It’s a good experience. 
57. We connect with our families. 
58. The fellowship. 
59. It brings such joy and happiness to the families and inmates. 
60. It brings families closer and to the Lord, teaches about the Lord. 
61. It provides family bonding. 

 

 

 

I appreciate the Guideposts Magazines, 1687 Foundation books, Prison Fellow-
ship and Operation Starting Line collaborators’ gift and books, donated home-
made cookies and pizza, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and: 
1. Everything and everyone was so nice and friendly.  Thank you so much for everything.  God 

bless you all. 
2. I appreciate what they did for us. 
3. Continue the good work, thanks again. 
4. God bless you as God supplies.  
5. The lunch was delicious, thank you. 
6. We appreciate you. 
7. God bless. 
8. I enjoyed it very much. 
9. Please keep doing great things. 
10. I appreciate everything. 
11. Be safe and come again. 
12. I really appreciate the time you gave me to spend time with my dad. 
13. I really appreciate all the time and effort the staff made for us. 
14. This makes a good difference—raises dignity! Good ripples in a big pond. 
15. Had a good time. 
16. Look forward to another visit. 
17. Thank you for all you do for the inmates. 
18. Thank you for all that you do. 
19. You’re highly appreciated. 
20. God bless you all. 
21. Great is your reward. 
22. God bless you. 
23. You’re doing a great job. 
24. God bless you for all you do for the guys. 
25. Prisoners ask for Guideposts and books. 
26. Maybe you could have some diabetic snacks. 
27. God bless. We appreciate you. 
28. Much is appreciated. 
29. There is always next year. 
30. Everything is appreciated. 
31. Keep this fantastic program going. 



32. I really enjoyed the event and thank you for everything. 
33. I love you. 
34. You are all awesome. 
35. Best cookie I’ve ever tasted.  Thank you all for your donations. 
36. God bless, we appreciate everything, your time and support. 
37. Keep bringing hope. 
38. May God bless them and their families. 
39. Keep up the good work. 
40. Come again. 
41. God’s blessing with all of the volunteers and the prison staff. 
42. I loved every moment of it.  The Wings staff were so awesome. I loved it. 

 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 

4, 10, 20, 22, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, 60+, 70, 80, 90, 100, 167, 200, 220, 240, 250, 267, 280, 
300, 420. 
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